Alkham Menthly Newsletier

Brian Wimsett

The Old Post Office

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE
Telephone 01304 824969
brianwimsett@hotmail.com

DOG FOULING - Further to the article in last
month’s newsletter about dog fouling an email was
received to say there has been an increase in dog
poo on the green and on the football pitch area.
Most of this has been in the bottom corner near the
footbrldge but some was found near the playground, which is a
danger to children from roundworm eggs which causes
blindness in over 100 cases. It is also illegal not to clear up after
a dog. The Parish Council has been asked if they would contact
DDC to see whether a bin could be installed in Alkham.

TEA & A CHAT - Pleased to report that Tea & a Chat will start
again on the last Thursday of each month at 2pm the first being
October 29™. To comply with Covid rules please bring your own
tea and biscuits and maintain the social distancing.
HOUSES — The parish of Alkham .~ \ 1 : ‘;\
extends to the outskirts of
Hawkinge and a piece of land
adjacent to Hawkinge and
opposite Fernfield Farm has
outline planning consent for
houses. It is under offer and
when the houses are built the Ha
majority will be in Alkham parish. “qk
CHILTON FARMYARD B&B OPEN! - After 20 years as tenant
dairy farmers in Winchester, Susannah and Keith Mannerings
moved to Chilton Farm 3 years ago. To make the small farm
viable, a degree of diversification was needed. Following a lot
of planning and hard work, four renovated redundant farm
buildings are now opening as Chilton Farmyard B&B. This small
group of charming flint buildings can cater for up to 11 people,
ideal for families or friends to get away and explore this lovely
part of Kent. There is also a spacious breakfast room which they
hope will be used for small groups for ‘out of town” meetings.
“This has been a huge ambition of ours and it’s hard to believe
we have got to the point of welcoming guests to Chilton Farm.
We would be only too happy to show any interested persons
round.” www.chiltonfarmyardbandb.co.uk - 01304 268621.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER - All being well,
assuming no further lockdowns, there will be a Remembrance
service at Alkham Church, at 10.30 followed by remembering the
fallen from Alkham and two minutes silence at the war memorial
at 11.00. There will be social distancing in both the church and
churchyard, and masks should be worn. Rachel Fountain
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MOBILE FISH & CHIPS - Just thought that
we would pen a few words as four happy
customers in Short Lane who have just had
a lovely Friday night fish supper from the
fish and chip van. The food was excellent -
our three large haddocks and a large rock
were delicious, and it was all ready and
waiting at the time agreed. We will
definitely be going back, and thoroughly
recommend it to anyone who missed
out. Georgina Wald

MOBILE FISH & CHIPS will be back on
Friday 30" October at the village hall car
park from 4.45pm to 6.15pm and will return
on the last Friday of each month, except for
December, at this time. The menu includes
freshly cooked cod, haddock, scampi,
sausage, burgers as well as veggie food and
gluten free. Children are also catered for
and please pre-order (if possible) on 07955
926 835 by 4.00o0m or by emailing
hotchef1968@hotmail.com.

POPPY APPEAL 2020 - Sadly, there will be
no house-to-house Poppy collections this
year. These are extraordinary times and we
have had to adjust to doing things
differently. There will still be Poppies
available at the Alkham Valley Garden
Centre and Tea Rooms, and in Southern
Equestrian Supplies. They will also be at the
Marquis of Granby and the Alkhamhurst
Kennels. So do pop along to get your
poppies from them. The larger out of town
stores will also have manned Poppy
collection tables. If you would like to find
out more about how the British Legion are
fundraising this year, or if you would like to
make a donation, please go to
britishlegion.org.uk. Rachel Fountain
CHALK - If anybody wants some chalk to
use for a driveway, hard standing or yard,
any amount large or small can be collected.
Call Mike 07905 206702.



B P S window cleaner
Window cleaning specialists no house too
small. We use a reach & wash purifying
system that means no streaks or smears and
no chemicals. Our poles reach those hard to
get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof.
We fully clean all windows, doors & frames.
Call Paul on 01304 823763 or

07971389039

CAR & VAN SERVICING
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS
BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS
DIAGNOSTICS
Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB

01304 201235
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All types of paving, driveways, walls,
groundwork’s and a full garden design
Free quotations —local family run
business
07818024487 or 01304 825355
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk

Computer Problems Fixed
01303 241325 / 07968 129902
Computers, Laptops, Smart devices all set up &
sold. PC Upgrades, Repairs & Installations. Virus
removal. Office Networking and data security.
Internet & Email problems solved. Most jobs £55.
Tuition and IT Consultancy available.
Websites built and hosted from £10 per month.
See www.computers-in-kent.co.uk for free advice
and full details

Alkham Court

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
Meggett Lane, South Alkham
5 Star: Gold Award
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley
‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’
Tourism SE Award
Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056

R. Cunningham Roofing
Flat and Pitched Roof Specialist. Prompt and
reliable every time. All aspects of roofing
under-taken - * Insurance work * Written
Guarantees * *Friendly advice * Free
Estimates — Poly-carbonate Fascias * Soffits *
Guttering *Lead work * Re-pointing Tiles *
Slates * Kent Peg Tiles * Chimney repair
Telephone 01304 821042 or 07725 402939

‘\tyrevan

' mobile tyre service

Tyres fitted at your home or work
«Car -Van -4x4
=Low profile
«Runflats
«Computerised balancing
-Laser wheel alignment

Contact Howard Cole

07889 242604

www.tyrevan.com

HARVEST FESTIVAL - Despite coronavirus hampering gatherings, we
put together a display for the Church at the last minute. We were given
lots of flowers, greenery, and many very handsome bunches of grapes
by Janet Adamson together with a bottle of homemade wine. Jo Walker
brought lovely hops to drape over the font and Mark and Liza Loveday
supplied beautiful hydrangeas. Martin Scherer sacrificed an entire corn
stalk as well as some beautiful flowers. Debbie Saunders and her lovely
granddaughter Amy Bennet made a Harvest Loaf with 3 decorative
mice: kudos and many thanks to Debbie and Amy. Mairi and Glynn
Jones supplied a very handsome monster pumpkin, Avi Munn magicked
up 3 truly stunning flower and seed head displays, and Brenda Smith
brought a lovely lantern and grass stalks. Brenda, Jo Walker and | spent
a lot of time decorating the porch, Font and Alter. The Church was a
little eerie and silent late Thursday as | fumbled together a pedestal
arrangement of vegetables and fruit. | used skewers found neglected at
the back of the kitchen drawer. Fortunately, Den Barnard was an angel
and cleaned up after us all. On Sunday 11" morning, as we few trickled
in to sign our track and trace register, the Church gleamed with polish
and looked loved and lovely. Brian Williams delivered a thoughtful
sermon about cheerful giving. Indeed, many Alkham residents
cheerfully gave of their time and produce. We paraded out to the organ
playing “An English Country Garden” in great delight. | only wish more
of you could have joined in as | doubt my photos do it justice. With luck
we will still be able to observe Remembrance Day and then Advent.
Until then, stay safe. Regards Catie Webber

STORMY WEATHER - The persistent rain and strong winds we have
been experiencing since the latter part of September have caused
considerable damage in Ewell Minnis. By the morning of Friday 2™
October there was no BT telephone, no Wifi, and no power, as a
telegraph pole on Wolverton Hill had snapped in half, bringing down all
the lines together. The lines had already been supporting the weight of
fallen branches from one side of the road. A tree that crashed
down from the Neck Wood side was the final straw! Another pole
further up the hill was split by the force of the impact, so that two poles
have had to be replaced, even though they were only about 11 years
old. The Hill was closed while all this work was carried out, and now
you cannot really appreciate the extent of the chaos, but walkers will be
able to identify the new poles by their smell! Gail Swainston
NEWSLETTER FINANCES - For the year September 2019 to August
2020 the cost of printing 320 newsletter per month was about £270,
posting to 22 people was £158 and hosting alkham.org website £36
giving a total of £464. The revenue from adverts was £454.

ADDERS - An article in the Daily Telegraph said that adders could
become extinct as they are being killed by pheasants. Most of the
pheasants are a result of the breeding for shooting and those that are
not shot escape to the countryside. There is a judicial review being
carried out into game bird shooting and RSPB is going to end its
neutrality, but gamekeepers say breeding keeps rare animals alive.
LASHED BY G - I've recently moved to Ewell Minnis and started a
business from home called Lashed By G. | offer a range of semi-
permanent eyelash extensions starting from just £20 and an at home
salon experience if preferred! Please see my page on Facebook or
Instagram or send me a message on 07860172817. Georgia


http://www.alkhamcourt.co.uk/

Private Tutoring
princetutoring.webplus.net
Give your child’s education a boost with one-to-one
assistance from a qualified and experienced teacher
© SCIENCE for all ages ® GCSE exam preparation
¢ Improve A-Level Biology grades
TEL:01304 828098 MOB:07814354122
o Literacy & numeracy skills — reading & writing, 11+
* Supporting special educational needs
® ENGLISH as a FOREIGN LANGUAGE (EFL)

Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB

BESPOKE JOINERY

Staircases - including geometrical
Summer houses, conservatories
doors and windows
John Prince 01304 828098

was built the buses parked in Bouverie Square as
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» T CARPETS & FLOORING
Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop
www.actioncarpets.co.uk
Folkestone: 01303 246505
Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom
We Have All Floors Covered

|
|
|

River Chimney Sweep

Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep

Other installations include
Stove installation: Chimney liners
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing
Stove servicing and repairs
Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220
www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk
Registered OFTEC Stove Installer
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Boarding for Dogs, Cats & Small Animals

Canine Hydrotherapy - Pet Food Shop
Alkham Valley Road - 01304 822420

Coastal Mowers and Plant
Garden Machinery, Power Tools
& Small Plant
Repairs — Service — Sales
07867 368 508
01304 829224
Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood
Road, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EH

& A. P.S. UPHOLSTERY
Established 34 years
Workshop: Ewell Minnis CT15 7EA
Tel: 01304 828185 email: upholstery@inbox.com
Find us on Facebook, Instagram Twitter, Yell.com

&

GRAHAM WEST
General Maintenance — Electrical Installation Specialist
General household repairs, Painting decorating
Small plumbing Specialist electrical installations
Woodwork
07973330890 GRAHAMWEST28@GMAIL.COM

BUS — In last month’s
newsletter there was
a photo of a bus. John
Vince emailed to say
that it was a Dennis
Lancet single decker
that used to ply
through the Alkham
Valley on route 91
until the late 1950’s.
Before the bus garage
shown above.
APOSTROPHES — Recently | adjudicated for a friend over

the placing of an apostrophe in the title of a new

organization, and became fascinated by the origins of

this useful but exasperating mark. Most European,

especially Latin-based, languages have used apostrophes to denote
omissions, as in ‘wish’d’” for ‘wished’. In the 17th century, English
printers began to use the apostrophe before an ‘s’ in words denoting
ownership, such as ‘dog’s dinner’ for ‘dinner belonging to the dog’.
This derived from the Old English syllable ‘-es’ that was added to words
to denote possession. However, a word like ‘doges’ looks strange on
the page, so printers used the apostrophe to omit the ‘e’, giving the
familiar ‘dog’s dinner’. This did not solve all the problems, and by the
18th century printers were distinguishing between the dinner of one
dog and the dinners of many dogs by placing the apostrophe after the
plural, as in ‘dogs’ dinners.” It was now possible to cause the maximum
confusion, between ‘dog’s dinner’, ‘dog’s dinners’, ‘dogs’ dinner’ and
‘dogs’ dinners.” Thus was born the phrase ‘greengrocer’s (or
greengrocers’) apostrophe’, from the incorrect forming of plurals, such
asonion’s and apple’s. It’s all rather unfair to greengrocers, when other
shops often advertise “Ice Cream’s”, “Tea’s” and even “Xma’s Tree’s”.
Lynne Truss, in her hilarious book on punctuation, Eats, Shoots &
Leaves, points out also that
greengrocers have a
particularly hard time
deciding how to describe
more than one thing ending in
a vowel, giving rise incorrectly
to “mango’s” and “tomato’s”.
She adds the story of a
Somerset market gardener
unfortunately named Carrott,
noting that “the sign said
“Carrott’s” at the top but then
listed other vegetables and
fruits spelled and punctuated
perfectly correctly.” That's the
apostrophe for you — tricky
but capable of great precision.
Steve Osborn

When | saw her

Leap into his arms

| remembered what | had
forgotten.

When | saw his

Feet matching her steps

| remembered what | had
forgotten.

When | saw two

Meet becoming one

| remembered what | had
forgotten.

When | saw life

Beat in front of me

| remembered what | had
forgotten. And who | used to be.

Gail Swainston who recently went
to a ballet at Rye.




WHITE CLIFFS LANDSCAPING
Fencing & Garden Design Experts

Email: info@whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk
www.whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Excellent facilities, reasonable rates
Please ring Shirley for information 01304 828098

In exceptional circumstances the key is available from Brian on 824969

Tai Chi and Pilates have restarted
Other bookings are possible — please contact as above.

Gas Safe registered heating and
plumbing engineer
07807586902 or 01304 207378
andygeel709@hotmail.com

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall
Friday morning 9.30am to 10.30am
£5pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor
Just turn up or phone 07825109670

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com

ROBERTS 07824
357704

Exterior & Interior Redecoration Experts

L o
PAINTING & DECORATING

Free Quotes~Fully Insured~2 Yr Guarantee

*No fix, no fee

Whitfield Computer Services

Lee Eversfield fdsc
Hardware & software problems ¢ Installations
Upgrades ® Repairs ® Internet set-up
Virus removal * General advice

Tel: 01304 204227
E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com

*Special
rates for
OAPs

Young’s Accountancy Services
Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Company Tax,
Payroll, Personal Tax and VAT services
Mob: 07561 112178 Tel: 01303 259734
contactyoungstoday@gmail.com
www.youngsaccountancyserviceslimited.com

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987
Friendly Family Service
For routine service and emergency
breakdowns contact
P & V QUENBY LTD
01227 760428 07768 594147

SIMON PRICE & Co
== Electricians Contractors
Data and voice installations
01303 252764
www.simonpriceandco.co.uk

VALLEY VEG BOX
EAT FRESH STAY HEALTHY
We supply local seasonal weekly veg boxes for
collection or delivery. Please see our website for
more information and our weekly produce updates.
www.valleyvegbox.com sales@valleyvegbox.com

Tel: 07814 023141

CHURCH SERVICES
Treat yourself to a massage in Date Alkham Capel Hougham

the comfort of your own home! Sunday 1¢ Praise 4.30 pm Eucharist 9.30 am Worship 11.00 am

Call or text Helen on 07434 840 932 Sunday 8" Eucharist 9.30 am

email relaxingtouchmassageuk@gmail.com Remembrance 10.30am 10.30 am 10.30am

www.relaxingtouchmobilemassage.com Sunday 15t Eucharist 9:30 am | Worship 11.00 am

Sunday 22nd Worship 11.00 am Prayer 6.00 pm Eucharist 9:30 am
Andy Gee Sunday 29th United Parish Eucharist Capel 10.00 am

BUS TIMES To Dover 8.01,9.11,10.11, 11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
Sat:9.11,10.11,11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
To Folkestone 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32 18.32

Sat.7.329.3210.3211.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32,18.32

FROM THE VICARAGE - My mother had two brothers. Both served in
the Forces during the war; afterwards, the family relocated from
London to Ramsgate. But the younger of the two took a job at a hotel
in the Lake District, met and married my aunt, and settled at the
opposite end of England to the rest of the family. Each summer they
would visit, and for my sister and | there would be outings and trips to
the beach with our cousins. Our uncle was the best kind of uncle — kind,
funny, and full of stories about his adventures as a lorry driver,
delivering flour in and around Cumbria. Sadly, those adventures ended
when he became ill. He lived just long enough to see his first
granddaughter. By then | had passed my driving test. The annual visits
continued, now usually in the opposite direction. However, my aunt
travelled to Kent when | married, and for my ordination — she liked the
idea of her nephew being a priest. But as the years passed, age and the
onset of ill health took their toll. It was during one of our visits that the
inevitable conversation took place: yes, | would assist at her funeral
when the time came. Following her ninetieth birthday infirmity
confined her first to her flat and then to her bed. Then came the
pandemic and all that it has carried with it and finally, last month. There
could be no funeral service as such; | wouldn’t be able to keep my
promise. On All Saints Sunday, the first Sunday of November, | will join
with others in giving thanks for those who rejoice with us, but on
another shore and in a greater light. Then | shall light a candle, and think
of her... Brian Williams
PLEASED to report that
as of the beginning of
October Sue Lees is
physically very well and
living in Pelham House.
THE NEW soakaway in
Little Everden road, which
was scheduled to finish on
the 11 October, is still
being constructed and
there is still a fair amount
of work to do.

POLICE 999 or 101

Newsletter brianwimsett@hotmail.com
Parish Clerk and Parish Councillors
clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk
Hall booking Tracey Prince 828098

W.I. Secretary — Janet Barrow 829585
Footpaths antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk

AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641
Vicar Brian Williams 01303 243784

MP Natalie Elphicke 01304 379669
KCC Geoffrey Lymer 07960490929
DDC Jamie Rose 07802 428353
WEBS www.alkham.org &
www.alkhampc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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