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LOCAL PLAN - Dover District Council is to consult with
residents, community groups, local businesses, and key
stakeholders early in the New Year on the first draft of its new
Local Plan. This will start on the 20t January 2021 and it is likely
that some of the proposals will affect Alkham and details of how
to access the plan will be given in a later edition. On page 2 of
this newsletter there are articles from Geoff Lymer regarding
new housing at Whitfield plus a lorry park which could also have
a significant effect on Alkham.

THE PARISH COUNCIL is hoping to set up a register of
vulnerable people in our community. If you would like to be on
that register or if you need assistance, please email:
alkham.assist@outlook.com. We will reply as soon as we can and
will direct you to organisations who may be able to assist you
during the Covid pandemic. The Parish Council would also like to
collect a register of professionals or ex-professionals in the village
who could be called on in an emergency. So, if you are, or were,
a doctor, nurse, registered first aider, paramedic, police or fire
officer please send your details to alkham.assist@outlook.com ...
REPORT a problem on a road or pavement please go to
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem. You can
report non-urgent issues online including: streetlight faults;
potholes; drainage; traffic signal faults; overgrown vegetation
(including hedges and grass). Please use this service as any
problems reported are automatically logged for the attention of
the Highways Steward. You will be given an incident number
and you can log in again to see the progress.

LOST FOOTPATHS REGISTRATION 2026 DEADLINE - Do you
know of any lost Public Rights of Way (PROWSs) in the parish?
Any that are not identified, mapped and application made for
legal recognition before 1% January 2026 will be lost forever. If
you know of any paths that are lost please report them to the
clerk, clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk or me at
antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk. All recognised PROWs can be seen on
the copy of the definitive map noticeboard opposite the village
hall. The Ramblers are the leading group running this campaign
- for more information go to ramblers.org.uk - don't lose your
way - find out more. Anthony Barrier

CHICKENS were culled at a farm in Deal because of bird flu and
the chief vets in Britain have decreed that all hens, turkeys and
other captive birds will have to be kept indoors from the 14t
December to prevent the spread of the bird flu.
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ST. ANTHONY’S ALKHAM - A service will
be held on Christmas Eve at 10.00 pm and
anyone wishing to attend will need to wear a
face covering and associate only with
members of their own households or
‘Christmas bubbles’.

CHRISTMAS ON THE MINNIS - Once
again, David Beaney has gladdened the
hearts of the residents of Ewell Minnis by
providing and setting up a magnificent
Christmas tree at the top of Wolverton
Hill. Next tothe red telephone box
and covered in twinkling lights it is bringing
seasonal cheer to us all at this very strange
Christmas time. Well done! Gail Swainston

FISH AND CHIPS - The mobile fish and chip
van has proved so popular that they are
changing days and giving us more time
when visiting Alkham. The van will park on
the village hall car park between 4.45pm
and 6.45pm on Saturday 16™ January and
then monthly; for these dates, please ask
the operators. Please pre order (if possible)
on 07955 926 835 by 4.00pm or by emailing
hotchef1968@hotmail.com.

NHS Gift - Conditions at local A&E’s are
strapped. The best Christmas gift you'll give
this year is not catching Covid. If you can,
stay home. Don’t travel. Don’t extend your
bubble. Don’t catch Covid. Don’t overrun
the NHS. | know it’s hard. But fighting Covid
is harder. Happy Christmas and a better
New Year. Regards Catie Webber



B P S window cleaner
Window cleaning specialists no house too
small. We use a reach & wash purifying
system that means no streaks or smears and
no chemicals. Our poles reach those hard to
get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof.
We fully clean all windows, doors & frames.
Call Paul on 01304 823763 or

07971389039

CAR & VAN SERVICING
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS
BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS
DIAGNOSTICS
Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB

01304 201235

v T

All types of paving, driveways, walls,
groundwork’s and a full garden design
Free quotations —local family run
business
07818024487 or 01304 825355
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk

Computer Problems Fixed
01303 241325 / 07968 129902
Computers, Laptops, Smart devices all set up &
sold. PC Upgrades, Repairs & Installations. Virus
removal. Office Networking and data security.
Internet & Email problems solved. Most jobs £55.
Tuition and IT Consultancy available.
Websites built and hosted from £10 per month.
See www.computers-in-kent.co.uk for free advice
and full details

Alkham Court

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
Meggett Lane, South Alkham
5 Star: Gold Award
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley
‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’
Tourism SE Award
Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056

R. Cunningham Roofing
Flat and Pitched Roof Specialist. Prompt and
reliable every time. All aspects of roofing
under-taken - * Insurance work * Written
Guarantees * *Friendly advice * Free
Estimates — Poly-carbonate Fascias * Soffits *
Guttering *Lead work * Re-pointing Tiles *
Slates * Kent Peg Tiles * Chimney repair
Telephone 01304 821042 or 07725 402939

&yre‘rr’toabig tyre service

Tyres fitted at your home or work
«Car -Van -4x4
=Low profile
«Runflats
«Computerised balancing
-Laser wheel alignment

Contact Howard Cole

07889 242604

www.tyrevan.com

The articles below are an edit from an email from our Kent County
Councillor, Geoffrey Lymer.

The Government is overhauling its planning algorithm used to
determine where a swathe of new homes will be built across England
and hopefully this will mean building more houses on brownfield
urban sites in the Midlands and the North and lead DDC to have a
rethink regarding their unrealistic strategy of intending to build
thousands of new houses in Whitfield when the surrounding areas do
not have the infrastructure or number of jobs to cater for such an
increase in population. As a result, the government is giving Dover
District Council £16 million to build a Dover Rapid Bus Transport
System. The idea is to take shoppers and commuters from villages
north of the A2 down to the rail station and shoppers to the shops
quicker than they reckon could be done currently on a bus by saving
up to 10 minutes on journey time. The Rapid Bus Scheme is to be put
in place ready to accept the occupants of thousands of new houses
expected to be built in Whitfield and the government is offering £16
million for the projected £40 million to build and that £24 million
could be put to better use improving the town centre.

A Customs Transit lorry park is projected to be built by the
government at the rear of the B&Q site on the White Cliffs Enterprise
park Whitfield. The lorry park will be roughly two and a half times
larger than the entire current business park stretching from B&Q right
to Whitfield roundabout. Natalie Elphicke the local MP states she
wants to keep the roads around Dover clear as we transit from the EU
but this lorry park is simply not going to do that with the result that
main roads and rural lanes will become grid locked. You will be told
that this will create 160 new jobs which is not accurate, for currently
HM Customs operate a Custom Handling Import and Export Facility,
employing a similar number of staff that will be closed. Our area will
be damaged by these HGVs unless you can try to stop it now, by
emailing the Under Transport Minister Rachel Maclean
on rachel.maclean@dft.gov.uk, your local MP Natalie Elphicke on
email address natalie.elphicke.mp@parliament.uk and the leader of
Dover District Council Clir  Trevor Bartlett on  Clir-
Trevor.Bartlett@DOVER.GOV.UK. | would be appreciative if you
would be so kind as to copy me into your emails to ensure you receive
replies to your objections. Geoffrey Lymer

CALL FOR A CHAT with Ruth - If you are on your own or feeling
isolated and would like a chat Councillor Ruth Marczin-Bundy is happy
to hear from you on 07906 213716. Please note that this is not relating
to parish council matters or medical concerns but Ruth would like to
offer a friendly conversation with anyone who would like to chat.
AIR AMBULANCE - Would you like one of our volunteer speakers to
join you on your group or club’s video call or meeting? If you are a
member of a local group, club or society, then you can book a talk with
us - free of charge. Our volunteer will talk about how we work,
innovate and save lives. It promises to be an interesting and inspiring
meeting for your members, whilst enabling us to raise vital awareness
of our charity and hear how you and your members could get involved
in supporting us. If you would like to hear more about us, then we
would love to hear from you. Get in touch now to book a talk at a time
and place that suits you. 01634 471 900 talks@aakss.org.uk


http://www.alkhamcourt.co.uk/

Private Tutoring
princetutoring.webplus.net
Give your child’s education a boost with one-to-one
assistance from a qualified and experienced teacher
© SCIENCE for all ages ® GCSE exam preparation
¢ Improve A-Level Biology grades
TEL:01304 828098 MOB:07814354122
o Literacy & numeracy skills — reading & writing, 11+
* Supporting special educational needs
® ENGLISH as a FOREIGN LANGUAGE (EFL)

Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB

BESPOKE JOINERY

Staircases - including geometrical
Summer houses, conservatories
doors and windows
John Prince 01304 828098

ARPETS & n.ooemci

Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop
www.actioncarpets.co.uk
Folkestone: 01303 246505

Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom
We Have All Floors Covered

River Chimney Sweep

Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep

Other installations include
Stove installation: Chimney liners
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing
Stove servicing and repairs
Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220
www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk
Registered OFTEC Stove Installer
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Boarding for Dogs, Cats & Small Animals
Canine Hydrotherapy - Pet Food Shop
Alkham Valley Road - 01304 822420

Coastal Mowers and Plant
Garden Machinery, Power Tools
& Small Plant
Repairs — Service — Sales
07867 368 508
01304 829224
Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood
Road, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EH

& A. P.S. UPHOLSTERY
Established 34 years
Workshop: Ewell Minnis CT15 7EA
Tel: 01304 828185 email: upholstery@inbox.com
Find us on Facebook, Instagram Twitter, Yell.com

&

GRAHAM WEST
General Maintenance — Electrical Installation Specialist
General household repairs, Painting decorating
Small plumbing Specialist electrical installations
Woodwork
07973330890 GRAHAMWEST28@GMAIL.COM

THE VICTORIANS AND THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS

In an anonymous book published in 1871, the author advocated the
use of flowers as superior to writing love letters because: “Written
love-letters would often be inadequate to convey the idea of the
feelings which are thus expressed through the medium of flowers.
Thus orange-blossoms signify hope; marigolds, despair; roses, beauty.”
If ayoung man decided that he wanted to pursue a young lady he might
tell her this by sending her a bouquet made up of ivy (friendliness),
snowdrops (hope), and roses (love). Conversely, if a young lady wanted
to send a similar message to a gentleman that his attentions are indeed
not repulsive to her, she might dress her hair with these flowers. If two
young lovers wanted to meet in private and in secret the message
could be conveyed with flowers. This bouquet would be comprised of
sweet peas (meeting); convolvulus (night) and forget-me-not (Do not
forget). A gentleman could tell a lady that he loved her simply by
sending her one red rose. A lady could show that he returned his
affection by wearing that rose. Much of the language of flowers
originated in the romantic myths that give the flowers their names or
in the superstitions that are associated with the flowers. For instance,
the anemone, which signifies withered hopes and being forsaken
derives its name from the Greek word from wind. Anemones are also
known as Windflowers. There were different meanings ascribed to the
same flowers (and lovers could have an understanding between
themselves as to what a particular flower would mean). Jackie Grebby
LITTLE EVERDEN ROAD - The soakaway and gullies that the Highway
Authority installed on the road appear to be working. Now that the
road is not flooded it’s interesting to see that the water is coming from
the adjacent field, however the landowner is not responsible for water
run-off from his land.

GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS - One
of the few positive signs of the
past year has been the interest
shown in gardening and growing
our own fruit, vegetables, herbs
and flowers. Time spent outside
has paid dividends to our mental
health. So, | expect that many
gardens in the village will be a
blaze of colour in 2021. Our local
group is always welcoming those
who are keen to host a visit to

THE SPARROWHAWK
Stalking the hedgerows

Close by twigs by rustling leaves
Silent as breath -

The sparrow dives, flies,

Tries to escape

Too late. With arrowed wings
I am the arc of death.

Nip and rip

Tug and tear

Sunday lunch

Lies flat their garden, possibly with some
On its back refreshment and lots of chat. | am
Right there intending to prepare a
Where programme for our Garden Talk

| brought it down
And stripped it bare.

Group for this coming summer -
please contact me if you are able to
participate, or just want details of
the events as they are arranged.
Janet Adamson 01303 893413
janet.a.adamson@btinternet.com

Gail Swainston



WHITE CLIFFS LANDSCAPING
Fencing & Garden Design Experts

Email: info@whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk
www.whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk

Andy Gee

Gas Safe registered heating and
plumbing engineer
07807586902 or 01304 207378
andygeel709@hotmail.com

TN B RENOVATIONS AND LANDSCAPING
Free quotations and competitive pricing
Please ring Ben 07554737149
or Toby 07931830363
facebook.com/tnbrnl

tnbrenovationsandlandscaping@gmail.com

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall
Friday morning 9.30am to 10.30am
£5pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor
Just turn up or phone 07825109670

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com

ROBERTS 07824
357704

Exterior & Interior Redecoration Experts

L o
PAINTING & DECORATING

Free Quotes~Fully Insured~2 Yr Guarantee

*No fix, no fee

Whitfield Computer Services

Lee Eversfield fdsc
Hardware & software problems ¢ Installations
Upgrades ® Repairs ® Internet set-up
Virus removal * General advice

Tel: 01304 204227
E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com

*Special
rates for
OAPs

Young’s Accountancy Services
Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Company Tax,
Payroll, Personal Tax and VAT services
Mob: 07561 112178 Tel: 01303 259734
contactyoungstoday@gmail.com
www.youngsaccountancyserviceslimited.com

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987
Friendly Family Service
For routine service and emergency
breakdowns contact
P & V QUENBY LTD
01227 760428 07768 594147

. SIMON PRICE & Co
== — Electricians Contractors
Data and voice installations
01303 252764
www.simonpriceandco.co.uk

VALLEY VEG BOX
EAT FRESH STAY HEALTHY

We supply local seasonal weekly veg boxes for
collection or delivery. Please see our website for
more information and our weekly produce updates.

www.valleyvegbox.com sales@valleyvegbox.com

Tel: 07814 023141

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Excellent facilities, reasonable rates
Please ring Shirley for information 01304 828098

In exceptional circumstances the key is available from Brian on 824969

Sadly, because of the pandemic and the need to keep everyone safe, our
Carol Services and Crib Services have to be online this year: please visit our
Facebook page (see below). If you choose to come to a service in church,
please remember to wear a face covering, use sanitizer on arrival, maintain
social distancing and keep to the rules that apply to the Tier that we find
ourselves in about who you can interact with.

CHURCH SERVICES
Date Alkham | Capel | Hougham
Sunday 20*" United Parish Eucharist Capel 10.00 am

Online Carol Service www.facebook.com/BeneficeofACH from Saturday 19th.

Online Crib Service www.facebook.com/BeneficeofACH from Tuesday 22nd.

Thursday 24 | Midnight Mass 10 pm ‘Midnight Mass11.30pm
Online Christmas Service www.facebook.com/Beneficeof ACH from Thursday 24th.
Friday 25t Eucharist 9.30 am
Sunday 27" Eucharist 10.00 am

BUS TIMES To Dover 8.01,9.11,10.11, 11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
Sat:9.11,10.11,11.11,12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
To Folkestone 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32 18.32

Sat. 7.329.3210.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32,18.32

FROM THE VICARAGE - Doing my other job, like everything else just
now, is proving tricky. | was a supply teacher working in secondary
schools until a couple of years ago. Now | work with children who, for
one reason or another, find school tricky, usually spending an hour or
two working alongside them in their homes. That worked until the
pandemic came along - home tuition and social distancing don’t really
go together. Going through my school bag the other day | came across
some books that | had been lent to me by one of the schools | work
with to use with one of my proteges. We had finished with them and
the school probably needed them —so | rang up to see when | could
drop them in. Reception answered. Covid had struck; their pupils had
all been sent home and only a skeleton staff remained on site — please
would | hang onto the books until after Christmas? Needless to say,
Christmas itself promises to be rather different this year. Having a
good loud sing, even carol singing, presents risks. And how do you
explain sanitizer, social distancing, and the dangers of spreading
infection by touching the crib figures to a small child? So reluctantly,
like other churches up and down the country, we shall celebrate much
of Christmas online. There will be services at Alkham and Capel on
Christmas Eve, and at Hougham on Christmas morning — socially
distanced, of course. For Christians, behind Christmas lies the
conviction that in a time | pOLICE 999 or 101

no less troubled than our | Newsletter brianwimsett@hotmail.com

own, God walked the | Parish Clerk and Parish Councillors
earth as one of us. clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk

. Hall booking Tracey Prince 828098
Whatever 2021 brings, we | \y . secretary - Janet Barrow 829585
need not feel that we | Footpaths antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk
must face it alone. So | | AVSjoannawalker777@gmail.com 821641
wish you and yours a | VicarBrian Williams 01303 243784
Happy Christmas, and a

MP Natalie Elphicke 01304 379669
KCC Geoffrey Lymer 07960490929

peaceful New  Year.

Brian Williams

DDC Jamie Rose 07802 428353

WEBS www.alkham.org &
www.alkhampc.kentparishes.gov.uk
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