
 

 

    
Councillor Den Barnard 
Chairman of Alkham Parish Council 
 
Sent by email: clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk  

Cllr Peter Osborne 
Sessions House  
Maidstone  
Kent  
ME14 1XQ 
 
  

    
  30 March 2026 
    
  Reference: 63158777 
  
  
Dear Councillor Barnard 
 
Thank you for getting in touch regarding Alkham Valley Road. I am aware of the 
strength of feeling locally and appreciate you setting out the Parish Council's concerns 
so clearly. I am responding as Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport, and will 
ensure Cllr King is copied into my response. 
 
Our Highway Improvements Team, involving multiple officers, have spent a significant 
amount of time over a prolonged period working with Alkham Parish Council to try to 
identify solutions that would address the issues raised. However, as the Highway 
Authority, Kent County Council (KCC) must operate within established engineering 
standards, KCC policies and national guidance. This has meant that we have not been 
able to progress all of the measures requested by the Parish. 
 
That said, we have sought to support Alkham where we can. We have funded and 
delivered a speed reduction on Alkham Road / Alkham Valley Road, and very recently 
installed a Vehicle Activated Sign on the approach to the village from Folkestone. 
These measures were implemented in recognition of local concerns and our desire to 
assist within the scope of what is achievable. 
 
The Parish Council's requests have been thoroughly considered through the Highway 
Improvement Plan process, and officers have provided detailed explanations where 
proposals could not be supported. The position on those matters has not changed and 
remains grounded in policy, safety assessment and engineering judgement. 
 
I understand there are also concerns linked to the Whitfield Urban Expansion. If you 
feel a further discussion would be helpful, our Highway officers agree that a Teams 
meeting would be the most productive way forward, allowing both the Highway 
Improvements Team and the Transport and Development Team to be present so that 
the wider context can be properly considered. Please contact the team at 
East.highwayimprovements@kent.gov.uk if you would like to arrange a discussion. 
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I hope this helps to clarify KCC's position, who remain willing to engage constructively 
and professionally with you and the Parish Council. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Peter Osborne 
Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport 
County Councillor for Hythe West Division 
Kent County Council 


