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Dear I Bowie 

 

Reference number: FOI202600392  

 

Thank you for your email of 26 February 2026 in which you requested the following 

information: 

 

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 

2000 regarding vehicle collisions ("bridge strikes") involving railway 

infrastructure in the Temple Ewell and Kearsney area of Kent. 

 

Please provide the following information for the period from 1 January 2018 to 

the present date, broken down by calendar or financial year, for the following 

specific bridge locations: 

 

Kearsney Railway Bridge. (Alkham Valley Road) please provide: 

 

1. Incident Frequency: The total number of recorded bridge strikes (vehicle-to-

bridge collisions). 
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2. Disruption Duration: The total duration of rail service disruption resulting 

from these strikes (recorded in minutes or hours). 

 

3. Financial Cost: The total estimated cost incurred by Network Rail per year for 

each bridge, including: 

o Structural inspections and emergency call-out fees. 

o Physical repair costs. 

o Schedule 8 compensation payments made to Train Operating 

Companies (TOCs) due to delays or cancellations. 

 

4. Safety Assessments: Any recorded technical recommendations or risk 

assessments made by Network Rail engineers following strikes at these 

locations regarding the suitability of the current road signage or physical 

protection measures.  

 

I have processed your request under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

(FOIA) and can confirm that we hold this information. 

 

The number of vehicle to bridge collisions 

 

There have been 27 bridge strikes since 2018, however, not all of these collisions have 

resulted in delays.  

 

Service disruptions caused by bridge strikes 

 

Please find below a table which catalogues every strike that caused a delay and details the 

resultant delay minutes set out as cumulative yearly totals: 
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Regarding part three of your request, we are unable to break the cost figures down into 

the categories you have requested, however, the figures provided represent the costs 

associated with bridge strike related defects for FDM/130 since 2018. Please find this 

information contained in the table below.  

 

The financial costs of the strikes  

 

 

 

These costs don’t include schedule 8 payments made to the TOCs in relation to the bridge 

strikes as we are unable to directly identify the costs attributed to the structure. I will 

explain below.   

 

Schedule 8 payments are payments made to TOCs (or TOCs make to us) for delays 

incurred across the network over an entire 28- day period; and these payments are made 

Year Incident Count Minutes 

2017/18 2 66 

2018/19 2 158 

2019/20 0 0 

2020/21 2 4 

2021/22 1 32 

2022/23 3 226 

2023/24 1 232 

2024/25 2 305 

2025/26 4 524 
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on a monthly basis. To put simply, Schedule 8 payments are calculated by taking into 

account all incidents causing a delay over that specific period.  

 

We are unable to extract individual incidents from the wider schedule 8 payments as they 

are not calculated on an individual basis. For example, we cannot identify the total sum of 

payments made on delays caused by the bridge strikes that affected structure FDM/310 in 

2019, however, we do have the overall Schedule 8 payments made in 2019 across the 

network.  

 

You can access more information about Schedule 8 payments using the link below.  

 

Payments for disruption on the railway - Network Rail 

 

Safety Assessments 

 

To answer the fourth part of your request, please find below extracts from the National 

Bridge Strike Initiative conducted in 2016. This is the most recent assessment undertaken 

and will give you insight into the recommendations made by colleagues and the overall 

assessments on signage.  

 

https://www.networkrail.co.uk/industry-and-commercial/information-for-operators/payments-for-disruption-on-the-railway/
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If you have any enquiries about this response, please contact me in the first instance at 

FOI@networkrail.co.uk. Details of your appeal rights are below. 

 

Please remember to quote the reference number at the top of this letter in all future 

communications. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kawsar Serar 

Information Officer 
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You are encouraged to use and re-use the information made available in this response 

freely and flexibly, with only a few conditions. These are set out in the Open Government 

Licence for public sector information. For further information please visit our website. 

 

Appeal rights 

 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a 

complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Compliance and Appeals 

team at Network Rail, Freedom of Information, The Quadrant, Elder Gate, Milton Keynes, 

MK9 1EN, or by email at ComplianceandAppealsFOI@networkrail.co.uk. Your request must 

be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter.   

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 

directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 

(ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water 

Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a 

Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 

 

The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2Fdoc%2Fopen-government-licence%2Fversion%2F3%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAngharad.Morgan%40networkrail.co.uk%7Cea50e79de14e4ed412f908d9e660b474%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C637794125278741447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VSp%2FEuNJwGUbGpLzXHkMAao%2Fq05ScUPqWxwks%2Fb6Iwg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2Fdoc%2Fopen-government-licence%2Fversion%2F3%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAngharad.Morgan%40networkrail.co.uk%7Cea50e79de14e4ed412f908d9e660b474%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C637794125278741447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VSp%2FEuNJwGUbGpLzXHkMAao%2Fq05ScUPqWxwks%2Fb6Iwg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/who-we-are/transparency-and-ethics/transparency/our-information-and-data/
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