
  

   

IN LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER I said that it was unlikely 
that there would be a June edition because of the virus. 
However, several people contacted me and said that they 
would provide some items which are included in this edition. 
Next month will probably be the same so please email articles 
to brianwimsett@hotmail.com or phone 01304 824969. 

V.E. DAY – Bunting was 
put around the end of the 
village green by the valley 
road and opposite along 
the front of Halton Court 
to remember V.E. Day in 
Alkham on May 8th.  
 

COVID 19 - What an experience! I think I can echo everyone’s 
voice when I say this situation can't be over quick enough. 
Perhaps though it has brought the best out of us. We have 
always had wonderful camaraderie in Alkham and feel that 
these past weeks have showed deeper compassion and care 
for others. No one has been rushing anywhere with no time to 
chat, the roads and lanes have been remarkably quiet and life 
seems to have taken a slower pace. We have been truly 
blessed with so much fabulous weather, so gardens are 
looking amazing with landscaping, newly dug ponds and 
refurbished garden furniture. Being in lockdown, and using our 
daily exercise time, we have been able to explore areas of 
Alkham, and discovered more walks, woods and bridle ways 
than we knew about. I think the Thursday night clap is a 
wonderful national event and thank goodness for Zoom, Skype 
and Facetime. It's been deeply upsetting hearing daily number 
of deaths, being reminded of those struggling financially, and 
all of us who have been deprived of visiting family and friends. 
I cannot comprehend how families without gardens have 
managed, and very relieved that outside areas are now open 
again. As we move forward, I can only hope that we will finally 
come through better people. I hope the kindness, caring and 
compassion remains. For sure, this pandemic has humbled me, 
opened my eyes even wider and allowed me to stand still and 
breathe. Irene Barnard 
RIDE ON MOWER - Larry cuts a lot of grass around the centre 
of the village and his old ride on mower has been scrapped and 
he would like to get another. If you have one for sale or know 
of one, please ring him on 01304 822365 
 

A POEM written by Jo Cooke who is a 
consultant at William Harvey Hospital and 
sent by Ruth Marczin-Bundy. 

Corona used to be a beer, 
They garnished it with limes, 
But now it's filled the world with fear, 
These days are scary times. 

Cease from travel, cease from flying, 
Shops stripped bare by panic buying, 
No shaking hands, no social hugs 
They've even closed the clubs and pubs. 

Keep your distance, stay away, 
Now's not the time for simple play, 
Stay indoors, self-isolate, 
More stringent measures, well they await. 

But never fear, for we are here, 
Your frontline team, a healthcare dream, 
With PPE, gown, gloves, face shields, 
Onwards we venture, to the battlefield. 

Come on you virus, bring it on, 
Do your worst, we'll take you on, 
For we have spirit, compassion and love, 
We shall destroy you and rise above. 

Months, years from now, you'll be no more, 
A mere memory of what passed through our shore, 
Carry on we will, the human race, 
Supporting each other, our saving grace. 

And another from Gail Swainston, The Minnis 

I am sparrowhawk 
Sometimes I hit the hedge 
And yet I miss 
So open up your heart 
To my last kiss 
The flying arrow that 
Betokens bliss 
Will take you to another 
Part of this. 

And some further comments from the 
Minnis regarding lockdown. 

I'm living the dream. 

I love it.  I'm starting to appreciate the little 
things in life. 

Is it too late to prune a hydrangea? 

It's all right.  At least we're painting our gates. 
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B P S window cleaner 
Window cleaning specialists no house too 

small. We use a reach & wash purifying 
system that means no streaks or smears and 
no chemicals.  Our poles reach those hard to 

get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof. 
We fully clean all windows, doors & frames.  

Call Paul on 01304 823763 or 

07971389039 

CHECKPOINT on 
the Alkham Valley 
Road at Kearsney at 
the outbreak of 
WWII from Sue 
Lee’s records. 
Identity cards are 
inspected, and a 
machine gun is 
ready just in case.  

ALKHAM HEROES - I have finally been able to update the village website 
page (alkham.org) on the men whose names are inscribed on the war 
memorial. Although I am intending to step back from this project, I am 
sure more information will come to light to add to the individual stories 
and Brian has kindly agreed to update as required in the future. I have 
come to feel a connection to these men and have been pleased to be able 
to add a bit more colour to their story than a simple inscription on a 
monument can do. “We will remember them”. Mark Robson 
BUSES - A resident says she has been told that the village bus service 
(No 91) is still running, but every 2 hours at present - i.e. 9.30, 11.30, 
13.30 etc. from The Marquis to Folkestone. 
BRIAN CROUCHER writes that on New Year’s Eve 2009 they had 
been in Alkham since that October and were thinking what a lovely 
quiet little village Alkham was, tucked away between Dover and 
Folkestone with no HGV ’s travelling along the valley road. They had 
not met anyone but had several welcoming cards although no one 
really knew they were there, not even the Inland Revenue let alone the 
Old Bill. Their kids went out partying and they were about to switch on 
Jools and Hootenanny but decided to pop down to the Marquis for a 
quick one before midnight instead. There was nobody they knew, and 
no hellos so after a swift one they walked home via St Anthony’s church 
and passing the open door voices were heard shouting ‘Hop it’, ‘On 
your way’ and ‘Begone’. With that they moved on a bit sharpish and 
later learnt the bell ringers were shouting the old year out followed by 
the bells ushering in the New Year. Arriving back at midnight and 
having a Hogmanay night cap there was a sudden rat tat tat at the front 
door  and  standing there were Bruce and Sue from the manor, Dr Ian 
and his wife Lucy and Ben and Jaques their neighbours down from 
London for the holidays. They were practicing the old Scot's custom of 
'first footing’ and carrying three items, one representing sustenance as 
a piece of bread, a piece of coal for warmth and three a penny for 
wealth plus Bruce had a few bottles of booze. Jaques 'first footed' as a 
tall dark stranger across the threshold and they partied on till all the 
booze was consumed. They now consider that they are truly part of the 
village and Sue and Bruce remain close friends to this day. 
ELDERFLOWER CORDIAL - When elderflowers are fully open, and in 
full sunshine, pick 24 flowerheads. Put 3lbs sugar in a large bowl or 
bucket (not metal) and pour on 3 pints boiling water to dissolve and 
then add a 50g tub of citric acid (from Wilco or pharmacy), stir and cool. 
Grate the rind of 3 lemons, slice lemons, shake flowerheads to remove 
insects and add pushing down well. Cover and leave for 24 hours, stirring 
occasionally then strain through nylon sieve. It freezes well and keeps in 
fridge for about 7 days; dilute to taste. Janet Adamson 
 

CAR & VAN SERVICING 
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS 
DIAGNOSTICS 

Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged 

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE 
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB 

01304 201235 
 

 
 

All types of paving, driveways, walls, 
groundwork’s and a full garden design 

Free quotations – local family run 
business 

07818024487 or 01304 825355  
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk

Computer Problems Fixed  
01303 241325 / 07968 129902 

Computers, Laptops, Smart devices all set up & 
sold. PC Upgrades, Repairs & Installations. Virus 
removal. Office Networking and data security. 

Internet & Email problems solved. Most jobs £55. 
Tuition and IT Consultancy available. 

Websites built and hosted from £10 per month. 
See www.computers-in-kent.co.uk for free advice 

and full details 
 

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 
Meggett Lane, South Alkham 

5 Star: Gold Award 
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley 

‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’  
Tourism SE Award 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk  
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

R. Cunningham Roofing 
Flat and Pitched Roof Specialist. Prompt and 

reliable every time. All aspects of roofing 
under-taken - * Insurance work * Written 

Guarantees * *Friendly advice * Free 
Estimates – Poly-carbonate Fascias * Soffits * 

Guttering *Lead work * Re-pointing Tiles * 
Slates  * Kent Peg Tiles * Chimney repair 

Telephone 01304 821042 or 07725 402939 

 

mailto:quotes@dbworks.co.uk
http://www.alkhamcourt.co.uk/


 

Private Tutoring 
princetutoring.webplus.net 

Give your child’s education a boost with one-to-one 
assistance from a qualified and experienced teacher 

• SCIENCE for all ages • GCSE exam preparation 
• Improve A-Level Biology grades 

TEL:01304 828098   MOB:07814354122 

• Literacy & numeracy skills – reading & writing, 11+ 
• Supporting special educational needs 
• ENGLISH as a FOREIGN LANGUAGE (EFL) 

Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB 

OZ on FURLOUGH – No, the title isn’t a description of my current 
status, just the meanings and derivation of the word ‘furlough’. At the 
end of March this year the UK government introduced the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme, part of which subsidized many employers to 
pay workers during lockdown; the ancient word ‘furlough’ was 
resurrected to describe this action. The word derives from the German 
military ‘verlaub’, meaning ‘for leave’ in the Middle Ages, and later 
from the Dutch as ‘verlof’. After the English language imported the 
word, the number of spelling variants and meanings grew. For 
example, in 1631, Ben Jonson, in his play The Staple of News, declares: 
“The deed…is a thing of greater consequence, than to be borne about 
in a black boxe, Like a Low-countrey vorloffe, or Welsh-briefe.” The 
first modern spelling of the word is recorded in the Oxford English 
Dictionary as that of Nathaniel Greene in a 1738 letter to George 
Washington: “The Northern Army does not choose to be furloughed.” 
Britain caught up with America on both spelling and meaning in 1804 
when the Duke of Wellington ordered that “Officers not on 
furlough…are to join their corps without delay.” Nowadays, in both the 
UK and the US, the word is used as a euphemistic term for enforced 
leave, sometimes without pay, as with business failure or 
misdemeanour, or with pay, as with the pandemic legislation. In the 
UK, compulsory paid leave before termination of employment is often 
referred to as ‘gardening leave’, an informal euphemism traditionally 
used in the Civil Service, and popularized in 1986 in the BBC sitcom Yes, 
Prime Minister.  Recently the current coronavirus furlough was 
extended from July 31st to October 31st. Like the virus, the word 
‘furlough’ will be with us for quite a while yet. (Steve Osborn) 
WI MEMORIES - I joined the Alkham WI in February 2003 when my 
friend Mandy Summers invited me along to one of the meetings which 
took place on the second Tuesday of every month. Everyone made you 
feel so welcome and I remember our president then was Rosemary 
Crothall, secretary Betty Neely and treasurer Christine Tapsell with 
Grace Stacey and 6 other members on the committee. Doreen Wilks 
used to have a table selling fresh produce grown from her garden and 
Barbara Palmer used to make all the jams and marmalade plus she 
would always make me a plum jam for my mum. Mandy and Debbie 
Saunders went with their mums to Bruges to see the Christmas market 
but couldn't find it so ended up seeing the ice sculptures instead 
followed by a vodka in ice cups. I’ll never forget the evening when Pam 
Sayers came to the meeting and said that someone kept whistling at 
her, but it turned out to be her hearing aid. I remember the village fete 
when all the WI ladies would make the cakes along with other villager 
which always sold out. Whatever the job was the WI ladies have always 
done us proud. Stay safe everyone.  Debbie Griggs 
THE NEW KENT & MEDWAY Medical School is asking residents to 
complete a survey to help them make sure they train their students to 
be the doctors we want to treat us in the future.  They wish to become 
a first-class medical education and research centre in collaboration 
with Canterbury Christ Church University and the University of Kent 
and will welcome its first 100 students this year. For the survey please 
go to https://t.co/nz6AKAMKYk. 
 

 

BESPOKE JOINERY 
Staircases - including geometrical 

Summer houses, conservatories  

doors and windows 

John Prince 01304 828098 

Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop 

www.actioncarpets.co.uk 
Folkestone: 01303 246505 

Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700 
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom 

We Have All Floors Covered 

River Chimney Sweep 
Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep 

Other installations include 
Stove installation: Chimney liners 
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing 

Stove servicing and repairs 
Call Marcus Wright 

              Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220 
             www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk 
             Registered OFTEC Stove Installer  

Boarding for Dogs, Cats & Small Animals 

Canine Hydrotherapy - Pet Food Shop 
Alkham Valley Road - 01304 822420 

Coastal Mowers and Plant 
Garden Machinery, Power Tools 

 & Small Plant 
Repairs – Service – Sales 

07867 368 508 

01304 829224 

Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood 

Road, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EH 

Jordan’s Plumbing 
No job too small from dripping tap 

to central heating installation 
reasonable rates 

Please phone 07543345716 

 

http://www.actioncarpets.co.uk/
http://www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk/


    

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL – Excellent facilities, reasonable rates 
Please ring Shirley for information 01304 828098 

In exceptional circumstances the key is available from Brian on 824969 

 

The village hall is closed until further notice 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 

There are no church services but the vicar, Brian Williams, has 
put something on-line at 

https://www.facebook.com/BeneficeofACH/ 

BUS TIMES To Dover 8.01, 9.11,10.11, 11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41  

Sat: 9.11, 10.11,11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41  

To Folkestone 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32 18.32  

Sat. 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32,18.32  

OUR CHURCHYARD - I’m sure that everyone will have admired the 
photograph of Ben Spicer’s bench made in memory of his mother in the last 
edition of the Newsletter – but did you know that rather in the same way that 
you need planning permission to extend your home, there are some things in 
churchyards that need special permission? These can include not just benches, 
but even things like some flower containers. The good news is that with Ben’s 
help we have now been able to prepare and submit the paperwork that will 
hopefully lead to his bench being made official, and we’re hoping for a decision 
before too long. In the meantime, if anyone is thinking of putting something on 
a plot or introducing anything else into the churchyard I’m happy to help – just 
have a word with me for free before you spend any money. Brian Williams 

FROM THE VICARAGE - The past few weeks have been full of surprises. In 
the first few weeks of the year, before the lockdown, church services were 
going on much as they always had, Sunday by Sunday. Across three village 
churches our regulars, visitors and others were turning up – usually 
somewhere between twenty-five and thirty-five people on average - and it 
was always a joy to see them. Then came coronavirus. The point in the 
service where we exchanged The Peace – greeting each other warmly with 
a handshake – was the first casualty, and for a few short weeks we made 
do with smiling and waving at each other instead. Hand sanitizer appeared 
alongside the collection plate. Then came the lockdown, services were 
called off, and us priests were told to stay out of our churches. The thing 
about the Church of England is that we are always there - not just for those 
who want us but also for those who don’t at the moment but might do one 
day. So, how to keep things going? My tiny office became a studio, and I 
gave myself a crash course in filming, editing, and posting video services 
online – something I had never done before. So, at the moment, I’m writing 
scripts instead of sermons (you can see what I’ve managed to produce on 

our Facebook page – BeneficeofACH). One surprise has been the emails 
from those who, having lost loved ones, have asked me to pray and light 
candles at the time of the funeral 
they couldn’t attend – people I 
wouldn’t have heard from 
otherwise. The other surprise is 

that if the number of online views 
is anything to go by, the numbers 
of those coming to church by 
video have almost quadrupled our 
congregation…The new normal? 
We’ll see… Brian Williams 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

White Cliffs Fencing and Landscaping 
Hedging, Forestry work, Garden Maintenance, Garden 

Walling, Hard Landscaping, Garden Makeovers, 
Decking, Turfing, Garden Clearance 
T: 01304 721068 M: 07804 220567 

info@whitecliffsfencingandlandscaping.co.uk 
www.whitecliffsfencingand landscaping.co.uk 

Professional Landscape Gardener 

Treat yourself to a massage in 
the comfort of your own home!   

         Call or text Helen on 07434 840 932    
   email relaxingtouchmassageuk@gmail.com 

www.relaxingtouchmobilemassage.com 

Andy Gee 
Gas Safe registered heating and 

plumbing engineer 

07807586902 or 01304 207378 

andygee1709@hotmail.com 

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall 

Friday morning 9.30am to 10.30am 
£5pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor 

Just turn up or phone 07825109670 

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com 

  

angela miller driving tuition 
Grade A Instructor 

discounts for block bookings 
beginners   -   intensive   -   refresher 

Alkham based - please call for more details 

07976 747 246 

Whitfield Computer Services 
Lee Eversfield fdsc 

Hardware & software problems  Installations 
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up 

Virus removal  General advice 
 

Tel: 01304 204227 
E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com 

EAST KENT PADDOCK MAINTENANCE 
Topping, Rolling, Harrowing, Spraying, 
Fertilizer spreading, Fence repair and 

erection, water tanks and piping. 
Tel. Nigel Peddle 01304 824004 or 

07810203324 

Young’s Accountancy Services 
Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Company Tax, 

Payroll, Personal Tax and VAT services 
Mob: 07561 112178 Tel: 01303 259734 

contactyoungstoday@gmail.com 
www.youngsaccountancyserviceslimited.com 

 
OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987 

Friendly Family Service 
For routine service and emergency 

breakdowns contact 
P & V QUENBY LTD 

01227 760428 07768 594147 

 SIMON PRICE & Co 
Electricians Contractors 

Data and voice installations 
01303 252764 

www.simonpriceandco.co.uk 

To contact the Parish Clerk or Councillors email clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

07824 
357704 

Free Quotes~Fully Insured~2 Yr Guarantee 

Exterior & Interior Redecoration Experts 

*No fix, no fee 

*Special 
rates for 

OAPs 

POLICE 999 or 101 
Newsletter 
brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
Hall booking Tracey Prince 828098    
W.I. Secretary – Janet Barrow 829585   
Footpaths antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk 
AVS  cjmwalker@tiscali.co.uk 821641 
Vicar Brian Williams 01303 243784  
MP Natalie Elphicke - 01304 379669 
KCC - Geoffrey Lymer   07960490929 
DDC – Jamie Rose 07802 428353 

WEBS   www.alkham.org &   
www.alkhampc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

mailto:contactyoungstoday@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:brianwimsett@hotmail.com
mailto:antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:cjmwalker@tiscali.co.uk

